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follow you, not me. However, what I said has been inspired by
the Holy Spirit; ergo it was the Gospel."1
He gave medical assistance to wounded rebels and seems to
have acted as liaison, carrying messages from the peasants to
the rebels in the city. His doctor's garb made it possible for him
to pass through the lines of the Archbishop's army. But he took
no part in battle.
As usual, the authorities resorted to any means to "convict the
criminals," including the agent-provocateur and the frame-up.
Paracelsus noted that "thousands are being executed these
days." On Christmas Eve, 1527, all the men of Salzburg were
arrested. Paracelsus, himself, barely escaped the hangman. Ques-
tioned and brought to trial, he established an alibi. Although
he refused to inform on the peasants, he was spared the gallows,
saved by his status and title, and probably by the fact that he
had not borne arms. Expelled from Salzburg, he left in such
haste that his belongings remained with his host, Wolfgang
Biichel at the Kumpf Mill. An actuary's inventory listed a
compass, a magnetic needle, a portrait of his father, several
Oriental garments and fur-lined coats. Even his unguents were
left behind.
During the following years of wandering, Paracelsus fre-
quently stopped in Anabaptist towns. His protectors and
sponsors were men like Oecolampadius and Vadianus, who gave
asylum to Anabaptist fugitives. His social, political, and economic
teachings are replicas of their theories. He lifted entire paragraphs
from the writings of rebel leaders like Geismeyer, Muenzer and
Jan von Leiden. In one of his astrological prognostications, a
common form of political pamphlet, he repeated predictions
which the furrier, Augustin Bader of Augsburg, had made in
his Anabaptist prophecy for the same year: All secular and
ecclesiastical authorities would be destroyed, the Turks would